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Some Obfervations c/ Vipers. 

A cnv.om Italian, called Francefco ]{pdi, having lately had 
an opportunicy, by the great number of Vipers, broughc to 
the Grand Luk^ oiTofcany for the compofing of Thenacor 
Treacle, to examine what is vulgarly dehvercci and beh'eved 
concerning the Poyfon of thofe Creatures, hath, ( according 
to the account, given of it in theVrcnchlournal des Scava/if-, 
printed January 4. i6<Jt) performed his undertaking with 
much exa{!ine(s, and publifli"d in an Italian trad:, not yet come 
into En^and, thefe Obfervations. 

r. He hath obferved, that the poyfon of Vipers is neither 
in their Teeth^ nor in their Ta^U^ nor in their Gall; but m 
the two Veffcles or Bladders, which cover their tcetli, and which 
coming to be comprelTed; when the Vipers bice, do emit a 
certain yellowifli Liquor, that runs along the teeth and poy- 
fons the wound. Whereof he gives this proof, that he hath 
rub'd the wounds of many Animals with the Ga// of Vipers, 
and pricked them with their Teeth, and yet no confiderable 
ill accident follow'd upon it, but that as often as he rubbed 
the wounds with the.faid yellow Liquor, not one of them e- 
fcaped. 

2 Whereas commonly it hath hitherto been believed, that 
the poyfon of Viper? being fwallov/cd, was prefent death; t'lis 
Juthor y after many reiterated Experiments, is faid to have 
obferved, that in Vipers there is neither Humour, nor Excre- 
ment, nor any parr, not the Gall it felf, that, being taken into 
the Body, kills. And he afTures, thathehath feen men eat, 
and hath often made Bruit Animals fwallow all that is efteem'd 
moil poyfonous in a Viper, yet without the lead mifchief to 
them. Whence he fliews , that it needs not fo much to be 
wondredat, ih^t. cttx.3,m Empiru\s fwallow thejuyce of the 
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moft venomous Animals without receiving any harm there- 
by; adding, that, which isadfcribed to the vertue of tlieir 
Antidote ^ ought to be attributed to the nature of thofc k-inds 
of Pdyfons, which are no poyfons, when they are fwallow'd, 
( for which Docflrine hea!roalledges^^//'«j ) butoneJy when 
iheyare put into wounds. Whichalfoh^sbeen noted by Zn- 
carij who introduces Cato thus fpeaking^ 

Nox/a ferpentum efi admijto fangitine pejiis, 
Morfu virus habent^ ci fatum dente mtr.anlur'^ 
Pocula morte carent. 

And whatalfo fome Authors have afHrm'd.cva'ir/. That ix. is 
mortal, to eat of the Flefii of creatures killed by Vipers ; or 
to drink of the Wine wherchi Vipers have been drownedsor 
to fuck the wounds that have been nxade by them, is by this 
Authour observed to be wide of truth- For he afTures, that 
many pcrfons have eaten Pullets and Pigeons , bitten by Vi- 
pers, without finding any alteration from it in their health. 
On the contrary, he declares. That it is a foveraign Remedy 
againft the biting of Vipers, to fuck the wound i alledging 
an Experiment , made upon a Dog, v/hich he caufed to be 
bitten by a Viper at the nofe, who by licking his own wound 
faved his life. Which he confirms by the example of thofe 
people, celebrated in Hijiory by the nameof Ma?y7and Pjillit 
whofe Employment it was, to heal thofe, that had been bitten 
by Serpents, by fucking their wounds. 

3. He adds, that although Gnkn and many modern ?hyfti- 
ans do afHrm, that there is nothing, which caufeth fo mnch 
thirft, as Vipers-fleili, yet he hath experimented the contrary 
and known divers perfons, who did eat the flelh of Vipers at 
all their meals, and yet did aflure him, they never were lefs dry, 
then when they obferved that kind of Diet, 

4 As for the Salt of Vipers, whereof fome Chjmi(ls have 
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fo great efleens, he faldi.that iehath no P urging v ettne U all 
jniC; adding that even of ^// Sain, tione hath aiore yertue 
than another, as he pretends tohaye Oiew'din an other 5<j£?4 
of bis, De natttra falium; which aifo hath.noc been yet trauC 
piitted into thefe parts. 

f. He denies, what «4'r//?sj^/!?airures, and \vhat Grt/f« faith 
to' have often tryed, that the Spittle Oi a Fafting perfbn kills 
Vipers , and he laughs at rnany other particulars, that have 
been delivered concerning the Amipatfiy of Vipers unto cer. 
rain things > and their manner of Conception and Generation, 
and fevera! other propprties^ commonly afcribed to them; 
which thealledged French Author affirms to be refuted by fo 
tnany experiments made by this //rt//a« Philofopher, that it 
feems to him, there [% no place left for delisting, after fo au» 
thcntick a tefcimony. 



Advmifement, 



THe Re&dsr ol°thefe Tran/afliotis is defired to correct thefe 
Errata in NumberB. vi^. page, ip. line, penult, read 
Wineiov Lime'^ and page J33. line lO. read Thre,^er tot Trss 
pkr^ as i'ome Copiej have it j and page 1^6, line u It read Purify 
fotputrtfie. 
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